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FAIME ALPAGU 

CURRENT RESEARCH INTERESTS  

Migration Research, Refugee Studies, Audio -Visual Studies, Biographical Research, Memory, 
Archival Studies, Interpretive Social Research 

ACADEMIC EDUCATION 

10/2017 – 12/2021   Dr.  in Sociology (with distinction), University of Vienna 
Title: Migration Narratives Juxtaposed: A Sociological Analysis of Photos, 
Letters and Biographies of ´Guest Workers´ from Turkey living in Austria  

2010 – 2014  MA in Sociology, University of Vienna 
MA Thesis: Eine Fotobefragung - Räume der kurdischen Frauen in Wien (A 
Participatory Photo Interview: Spaces of Kurdish Women in Vienna) 

2005 – 2009  BA in Sociology (in English), Marmara University, Istanbul 

ACADEMIC WORK EXPERIENCES  

Since 12/2022 Postdoc Researcher, Department of Communication, University of Vienna 

Since 12/2022 Assistant Scientific Programme Coordinator, NORFACE Governance. 
Democratic Governance in a Turbulent Age 

01/2023 Research Stay, DOMID - Documentation Centre and Museum of Migration in 
Germany, Cologne 

09/2021 – 06/2022  Coordinator of Programme for early career researchers, Dean's Office of the 
Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Vienna (parental replacement) 

08/2020 – 09/2020 Head of the Scientific Committee, Exhibition Project “Kundeyit Surdum: 
Doch die Zeit die braucht neue Menschen”,vorarlberg museum, Bregenz  

09/2020  Research Stay, DAM - Tyrol Documentation Archive for Migration, Archive        
Research, Innsbruck, Austriaa 

10/2019 – 06/2020 Research stay at the IFK - Internationales Forschungszentrum 
Kulturwissenschaften (International Research Center for Cultural Studies), 
University of Art and Design Linz/Vienna 

07 – 09/2019  Research stay at the IWM - Institut für die Wissenschaften vom Menschen 
(Institute for Human Sciences), Vienna 

10/2017 – 12/2020 Research Project Translating Wor(l)ds. Reconstructing biographical 
experiences and competences of young refugees at schools in Austria, 
University of Vienna, Department of Education (Research Fellow) 

2018 – 2019  Scientific Consulting for Theater Projects „KINDERGESCHICHTEN    
Kindsein ist kein Zuckerschlecken“ (2018) & „RHEINDORF – ein Theatraler 
Spaziergang“ (2020) 

08/2017  Reseach Stay, vorarlberg museum, Archive Research, Bregenz, Austria 
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04/2013 – 02/2016  Research Project Einfluss der Migration auf Leistungserbringung und       
Inanspruchnahme von Pflege- und Betreuungsleistungen in Wien [Impact of 
migration on use of nursing and care services in Vienna], University of 
Vienna, Department of Sociology (Freelance Research Fellow)  

10/2013 – 10/2014  Research Project Gesundheitskompetenz von MigrantInnen [Health Literacy of 
Migrants], Ludwig Boltzmann Institut, Health Promotion Research (Junior 
Researcher)  

2012 – 2013  INPUT-Research Project Investigating Parental and Other Caretakers’ 
Utterances to Kindergarten Children, University of Vienna, Department of 
Linguistics (Freelance Research Fellow)  

06 – 09/2013  Research Project Muslimische Milieus in Österreich [Muslim milieus in 
Austria], University of Vienna, Department of Education (Freelance Research 
Fellow)  

NON-ACADEMIC WORK EXPERIENCES (SELECTED) 

10/2009 – 05/2017  Freelance Interpreter, Diakonie- Refugee Service, Caritas Family Center,               
Vienna Women´s Refuges, Hemayat-Organisation for Support of Survivors of 
Torture and War, (Kurdish and Turkish), Vienna 

11/2011 – 11/2012  Consultant for the Project “Fit for the School” Interface, Vienna  

GRANT AND AWARDS  

10/2022 – 01/2023 REVALORISE+ Researcher Training, Erasmus+ Programme of European 
Union & University of Vienna 

05/2022  Research Award for Research on Migration and Integration 2021, Austrian 
Integration Fund (ÖIF) 

07/2021  Doctoral Final Year Fund, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Vienna 

06/2021  Impact.Award for doctoral candidates, University of Vienna 

01 – 06/2021   Doctoral Completion Fellowship, literar mechana.  

10/2017 – 12/2020   DOC – Doctorate Scholarship of the Austrian Academy of Sciences  

10/2019 – 06/2020  Junior Visiting Fellow at the IFK - International Research Center for Cultural 
Studies, Vienna 

11/2018 – 06/2020  doc:muv Mentoring programme for early-stage researchers, Gender equality & 
diversity of University of Vienna 

01/2019 – 01/2020  PhD Coaching Group, Human resources development of University of Vienna 

07 – 09/2019  Junior Visiting Fellow at the Institute for Human Sciences (IWM), Vienna 

03/2019  Co-applicant of Research Proposal “TRUST - To Reconfigure Spaces of 
Trauma through the arts", Horizon 2020 (rejected) 

08/2017  Scholarship vorarlberg museum, Archive Research, Bregenz 

10/2016  Dissertation Award for Research on Migration 2016, Austrian Academy of 
Sciences (ÖAW)  
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TRAVEL FUNDING EXPERIENCES (SELECTED) 
09/2019 Travel Scholarship for 2. Vienna-Jerusalem Graduate School “Memory and 

Media – Media of Memory.” Organized by The Center for Austrian Studies in 
the European Forum at the Hebrew University & Austrian Academy of 
Sciences/Institute of Culture Studies and Theatre History, Jerusalem, Israel,  

01/2019 ÖFG - Österreichische Forschungsgemeinschaft travel grant for the ESA RN 35 
Midterm Conference “Belongings and Borders – Biographies, Mobilities, and 
the Politics of Migration”,Strasbourg  

06/2018 Scholarship for attending Summer School of European Sociological Association 
(ESA), "Reinventing Sociology in uncertain times: Sociological research and 
writing in 21. century", Fondation Maison des Sciences de l´Homme, Paris,  

07/2018 ÖFG travel grant for the XIX ISA World Congress of Sociology “Power, 
Violence and Justice: Reflections, Responses and Responsibilities”, Toronto, 
Canada 

02/2018 Scholarship for Conference Attendance: Letters in Troubled Times: Evaluating 
Epistolary Sources, State University of Florida, Tallahassee, USA 

09/2017  ÖFG travel grant for the Congress “Wissensrelationen“, Dortmund, (400 Euro) 

07/2017      University of Vienna, Research Services and Career Development travel grant 
for the Workshop “I-DOK – International Doctoral Programme – Visual 
Sociology”, Chemnitz  

03/2017  ÖFG travel grant for the conference “ Migration im Bild eine Fachtagung zum 
aktuellen Stand der Diskussion um Bild und Migration aus 
erziehungswissenschaftlicher Perspektive“, Köln  

03/2016 ÖFG travel grant for the Workshop „Methode der biographischen 
Fallrekonstruktion“, Quatext  –  Institut für qualitative Sozialforschung Berlin 
e.V. Göttingen 

TEACHING 
2022S Recorded Voices from Abroad: On the role of audio letters in migration 

biographies (5 ECTS, Seminar, MA – Dep. of Education, University of Vienna) 

2021W Biographies in Images – Images in Biographies (5 ECTS, Seminar, MA – Dep. 
of Education, University of Vienna) 

2021S Voices from Abroad: The Role of Audio letters in Migration Biographies (5 
ECTS, Seminar, MA – Dep. of Education, University of Vienna) 

2020 W Biographies in Images – Images in Biographies (5 ECTS, Seminar, MA – Dep. 
of Education, University of Vienna) 

2018 W  Bildungswege im Migrationskontext: Biographien der "GastarbeiterInnen" und 
ihrer Folgegeneration (5 ECTS, Proseminar, BA – Dep. of Education, 
University of Vienna)) 

2018 W Sociology of Migration (5 ECTS, VO+SE, BA – Dep of Sociology, University 
of Vienna) 

2018 S Migration society and Images (4 ECTS, Workshop, BA – Dep. of Sociology, 
University of Vienna) 
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2017 W Biographien und Bilder der GastarbeiterInnen (5 ECTS, Proseminar, BA – Dep. 
of Education, University of Vienna) 

2017 S Sociology of Migration – with Prof. Christoph Reinpecht & Roswitha Breckner 
(5 ECTS, VO+SE, BA – Dep. of Sociology, University of Vienna) 

2017 S Die Bedeutung von Bildung in den Biografien von GastarbeiterInnen (5 ECTS, 
Proseminar, BA – Dep. of Education, University of Vienna) 

2016 W Gesellschaftsdiagnosen: Migrationsgesellschaften und ihre Bilder – with Prof. 
Roswitha Breckner (4 ECTS, Workshop, BA – Dep. of Sociology, University of 
Vienna) 

 

MEMBERSHIPS 

Research Platform “Mobile Cultures and Societies”, University of Vienna  (Associated Member) 
 
Key Research Area Migration, Citizenship, Belonging, Faculty of Social Sciences, Uni. of Vienna 
 
Key Research Area Visual Studies in the Social Sciences, Faculty of Social Sciences, Uni. of Vienna  
 
Member of the Section Council for Migration and Racism Research of the Austrian Sociological 
Association 
 
I-DOK International Colloquium for PhD Candidates in Visual Sociology 
 
International Sociological Association (ISA), Research Committee 38: Biography & Society 
 
ISA Research Committee 57: Visual Sociology 
 
European Sociological Association (ESA) 
 

LANGUAGES 

Kurdish & Turkish native 
German & English fluent 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


